Wherever/Whenever People Engage in the Divine Word,
the Divine Presence Abides Among Them

Reuven Firestone
Hebrew Union College, Los Angeles

Imam Nawaw1 (d. 676/1277), 42 Hadiths:
# 36 : The Virtue of Gathering for the Recitation of The Qur'an, and for the
Remembrance of Allah. Given on the authority of the Prophet.

Transmitted according to a chain of
transmission originating with Abu Hurayra
on the authority of the Prophet, who said:
Whoever relieves some worldly anxiety of
a believer, God will remove from him one
of the anxieties of the Day of Resurrection.

And whoever gladdens someone who is
under the stress of poverty, God will
gladden him in this world and the
Hereafter. And whoever protects a Muslim,
God will protect him in this world and the
Hereafter, for God aids the servant who
aids his brother. And whoever follows a
path seeking knowledge therein, God
makes a path to the Garden easy for him.

No people gather together in one of the
houses of God, reciting the Book of God
and studying it among themselves, without
the sakina descending upon them, and
Mercy envelops them, and the angels
surround them, and God mentions them
among those who are with Him.

And whoever is slowed down by his
actions, will not be hastened forward by his
lineage.
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(See Wensinck, Handbook p. 132 bottom left column fsor more Hadith references).




Avot 3:6

R. Halafta of Kfar Hananya said: When ten
sit and are occupied with Torah, the
Shekhina abides among them, as it is said,
God stands in a congregation of God
(Ps.82:1).1 From where [do we learn that
this applies] even for five, as it is said, and
He has founded His band on the earth
(Amos 9:6). From where [do we know that
this applies] even for three? As it is said,
...in the midst of the Judges He judges (Ps.
82:1). From where even two? As it is said,
Then those who revere the Lord talk
[learn] together, the Lord hears and notes
it (Malakhi 3:16). From where even one?
As it is said, In all places where I cause My

name to be pronounced I will come to you
and will bless you (Ex. 20:20).
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Mishnah Avot 3:2

When two sit together and words of Torah
pass between them, the Shekhina [also]
passes between them, as it is said, Then
those who revere the Lord spoke [learned]
together, the Lord listened and noted it. A
scroll of remembrance was written before
Him for those who revere the Lord and
esteem His name (Micah 3:16). This
reference considers two only. From where
[do we learn that for even] a single person
who sits and engages in Torah the Holy
One reserves a reward? It is written, When
he sits alone and is silent[ly learning
Torah] He lays it upon him (Lam.2:28).
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' See Mishnah Sanhedrin 1:6 for 77y referencing 10.




